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Report or* the Slovakian Committee for Liberation 
(elovaJdLsche Eefreiungskcmitee) and the 
Slovakian National Council 



The Slovakian Emigration 

In order to judge the so-called Slovakian emigration in Europe and 
overseas* consideration must be given to several questions, without 
knowledge of which it is impossible to place in logical inter-relationship 
the various matters connection with the entire European emigration* 

v ® 

Within the Slovakian emigration are two main croups: 

a) The Slovakian Committee for Liberation, created and led , 

by Dr*- Ferdinand DGRCANSKY. * ' ’ . 

b) The Slovakian National Council, created and led by Dr*. 

*): Karol SIDQR . . 

Both. Dr. DURCA*»SKX and Dr.. SLDOR have been marked figures in Slovakian 
politics for the last twenty years* Eoth personalities played a decisive 
role' in the genesis of the independent Slovakian state (lU Harcta 1939) * 

The .positions taken by these two Slovakian politicians in tbeiiv 
fight for^the. freedom of their people were different*.. Although Dr* 

'DDRCA>JSKX was a.' 'thoroughly convinced follower of the HLINKA Guard: and a • 

« >. leading .exponent of the Catholic student youth movement founded hyrPaterJ 3 

. _^J jhJNT fA (which gradually gathered together in the so-called Nastup Circle!, ■:;*< ■. 

* * he can be ‘.ad judged as a c * great realist in nolitics, possessed . of great ; ".>• “ 

n - - elasticity which per'iiitted him to -.yield in superficial matters (including : 

Geriaan suggestions about the establishing, of the ' Slovakian state). ■ The- • • . v ' 7 ' 

/ "dispute ‘of DUHCARSKX, * in the. summer of 19liO *(f) wlth’hlTLSR and RlD^j’^R OP •' 

* *. at-:pbersalzberg, which led to his resignation, .as FcreigVrfinistcr, • 

;fhiiister of . the Interior., and depujby liinister Pre s iden t , prov es that this •" ^ ; 

nrit iri thrvjt Dtn^ts and that the fYecnentlv raised accuS a- • * . ' * » 
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* . •* •" : .* Dr; Karol . SUGR was - frequently named by Pater 1 ' ELINKAy ,’in hisGpc^i^C.^^ 
testEunent, as his .sUccessor : to J.ea^af3rs)iip of the Slovakia!.. ' : 

. ‘ \ iib'-.dcctOTentary proof. 'for. this as 3CTti6n, -was iubo&ttefoioG f 

ihas certain d^finit^V conceptions’ whicbV^i pr XLyti jfo&ce naude ‘ .the- j 

l i r - f or.- charges, of treason’; against Lis people. ' At the . ^’ecisiveV:h0^bo! 
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Vatican and there" player? an Important part until 19b5. ' (He was, however, 
frequently' attacked on the grounds that he failed to represent the con- 
/• ception of «sn' , in:ierendent Slovakia). Although SIDQR is anti-communistic 
1 and was the esteemed co-worker of Pater hLlNICA, leader of the Slovakian 
people until 193$^ he entertains pan-slavic concepts. His pro-Polish 
political attitude occasioned much distrust of him in German political 
circles, never made a secret of being pro-Polish, and it is not 
remarkable that this tendency is strong in him today. Before- his eyes .* * 

there is always an image of a Greater Slavic State, grouped around . J 

Poland, which would disassociate itself from Bolshevism' in the ..East, which 
would moire toward a con federative frruoework taking in all Czechs and Slo- . . ’ 
vakians in the West and Southwest, and which >culd at least maintain close . ■' 
ties with .the Catholic section^f the Southern Slavs (Croatia and 
“Slovakia). For the formulation of his present "ideas the concept of a . c * 
block of .Catholic states under 'the leadership of Poland, and including •' " 0 * 

Hungary in this area of Slavic influence, ’ is decisive. The extent to “ 

which he is, working tinder the auspices of the Vatican cannot be .deter- ^ 
mined from here*. * '? **./ ° . *’ 

.5 • * *V 

• . * V ■ * O . ■ ‘ 

■ ■ These variant positions of the two leaders of the Slovakian etni^ra- . : * • 

tibn in .Europe -. and America \is not on lv the result of differing hypotheses. . ,.d : 
imbedded' in * the structure of their movements but also has varie-nt prectical 
effects : within : SI ovaki a today • The Pah-Slavic concept and the pro-Polish . ’ • • '• ; J\> 
political- attitude were always espoused, for the most part, by the ; :' '• ’ /--f ^ 

. S lov akian .. Intel li ge hsia^ .wh o feared and re j ec ted Bolshevism, but who 
recognize'di’that it. would hot suffice ‘to protect: only c the Czechs . - Because - ■*yi t , s v 
• Russia was, "pining- away^.under Bolshevism, they turned their eyes -toward ;• 
the (theh^ : free Poles. r Because only the intelliyensia .were .here 
the number' of ;*pers chs' moving /in- -thib intellectu^ 'direction:. • ' 

( the S rr/P .r o nr er».t,) TITJPrA?KXT* rm +>»«». nf+im-* hanrt . has-’ * 



. those who today ' st a rid i riel cse s tc entac t y sho 
• SlfirAkiap ; homeland and ’ Veople ,>;Khb r i?> in the cna 
eairoh tly* than ih e rc cons tituti.cn -;6f , an indep 
. . asb oc limbed , with 4 ! ne>h rui d dle-Euro p e an .group o, 
. !.infiuen^ : bf ^BplsheyiSm. «.* .* ** 

; r. ‘.'5 .■**, 1^..:^. - 

• • Histbry of ^Dr; • Ferdinand DtJKGAXShT tuitililphg 

Dai. Ferdinand DUFG’ANSKT. was-, born; on 18 ] 
‘.Slovakia." His .-•father, Jurat DURGA s 'SKT> a fari 



of^V 'Ferdinand Bi/HC&ShT untiiiisbj '• 7 * ; ** V j 

•77 - ;7 " 7 ? 7 7 * vv 77 \ — ^ 

. Ferdinand DUFG’ANSKT.' was- ,1 born on 18 December 1906 ; In-. Ra j e .7^7 ■ 
. His-; -father i Juraj DURG-A r SKT*> '-a farmer-delegate tb ‘vnrix^^'i y^.-'i^-: . 
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regional bodies and enthusiastic co-worker of the leading Slovakian 
fighter arid leader of the people. Pater KLXNKA, appeared in the former 
battle within the CSR as a senator representing the HlinVa Slovakian 
People* s Party, H.S.L.S. The Vatican held the father in especially 
high esteem because of his upright stand in matters concerning^ the defense 
;of the Catholic Church in Slovakia*. After gjzduating from the Gymnasium, . 
Dr. Ferdinand DURCAKSKY attended the University of dralislava, 3 the Sor- . . 
bonne in. Paris, and in Der Haag, until he returned to Bratislava and ^ • 
• completed the work on his doctorate. Far a time he worked as* .an assist- .. 
ant on the faculty of law in the University of Bratislava. But the^Czech J 
government made, it 1 inpossible for him to make representations to ^coftire. 



the right .of giving lectures at the university/’ as a qualified teacher 
(by a decision of the Ministry of Information in Prague) • C^y ajf^cer 

the upheaval in 19 ^9 was Dr . DURCAlKlfry’ in am-n -HM t* i and 



the upheaval in 1939 was Dr . DUHf/AHSKY 'able to acquire this righJtf and give 
"lectures as an; instructor (Privatdozent) on international la^ in the 
University of ‘Bratislava. * ' 0 / 



• 1} , 



\ ' ■< While a student he^-bk an. active part in student affairs.; ' He. was " 

.. esteemed as the co-founder of the Catholic People | s. Party, and 'broii^i t . 
‘together certa^u ^ircl fes of ypung Slovakian students^in °the Organization- 
called I'NastupH . - Together with his brother, (pr./ # JanDUHCANSp’i: = .' 

. February 19Q2 in Rajec, lawyer and on t- line fighter in' the")^INKA Pair ty 

v'and ‘Movement, and notary put^^'ipv Bratislava, Dr. Feri^nandii. .v ' 



DURGANSKT brought out the newspaper 



which played a j decisive role 



‘.with the. younger Slovakian generation as the printed; expression .'-of: /their . 
willto fight'for an independent Slovakia through, propagation qf; : .- the .idea 
of autonomy.* . t t y c. v‘ °; ,K ’ '• ' if ^ 
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• Dr* Ferdinand DUF.CANSKY f 3 Life and Politick Work since 19h5 

..Along, with many other Slovakian politicans and personalities of * •*' 
Slovakian public life. Dr* DUS CArJSKI moved westward '.as the Russians 
marched in from the east* He first went to Kremsmuehster, where the 
Slovakian c gov eminent, withJ3r^ TISO, remained until shortly before the 
advent of the American troopsX As ^LTRCANSKT moved futher west, an „ 

' American office impounded a (bnig^vhich, to my own knowledge, was morphixuo) • 
that he had taken from his own chemical properties, in ieopoldov and' that 
.vas. his personal property • Part of this drug was returned to him. by the 
■Americans* Hsanvhile the Czechs had gotten out a warrant naming Dr* 
DURCAKSKT a vai^-criminal, so that he had to disappear into an illegal *• ;i . . 
existence. In 2l9i:5/l?ii6 he kept changing his residence from Switzerland 
to Italy to France. At the first conference, in 19US, Dr, DUPXAMSJCY • 
supplied three memoranda, even though the police were close behind him. 
These, memoranda supported the re-creation of an independent Slovakian „ . \1 
p "state .and concerned the following fouect ions: * *’: * • 

• • ■ : , v J .. ’ V ’ • ... • 

I* Legal continuity of ta independent Slovakian state., (Dr* . >v . 
TUKA., in his fight against Hungary and the- Czechs, had used the same argur\ 
ment arid'had supported it factually). ' “ - ' . » -u ; ’ 

' ' II* .NecessityDor cr ncluding a peace treaty with Slovakia to 
.normalize the relationships between states* : :1 



uj .. 



» * q. . . /* . . in. ; Conducting 'a plebiscite witnin . the former Slovakian 

•; *;'• public;. In this way substance would 'be given. r to the desire of -the'. aW^kisb^;.*: 

' peroieDor an independent state* - -..a*- ; * .. 

•. . . r . •* , fe w 

*/*■ ■- - P ’ ’ At' the end of 1 9k6 or the beginning of ' 19^7 Dr. DURC ATS KY' went iib «* •* r *■&’ ’ 

\ 1 ’ Argentina, ’partly to; ..shake off his persecutors' a 
. ’ he vot£d- have more success in prosletyzing .for t 

*- Amopica, (Thee on fere rice in Paris, at 

:£-• ? • . not cphcernedDt^elf Vith^the memoranda which pn 
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deliver to the Czechs the leading figures of the former Slovakian state 
(insofar as this has not happened already*). Korecver, one must con- 
centrate now on giving social help to the young, post-15?lif>, Slovakian 
. political emigration.” DTJRCANSKY opposed, this concept with his suggestion 
for creating a political organization which would convince the rest of the 
world of the good qualities of Slovakia. DURDASSKI founded toe so-called 
”Slovakian Organization Office”, to which SIDGR was to give only monetary 
help, because SIDOR still had .charge of state funds accrued during the 
period of Slovakian independence and' intended for protection against an 
eventual endangering of independent Slovakia through the outcome of the 
'war« ; (The principal purpose of ‘this fund was to prrvide the means to 
*' renew, if nec*d be, the fight for Slovakian independence.) SIDOR refused 
• this .hfiip. Thereupon DCRCAMSH’ turned to the highly esteemed and financially 
' strong ”Slovakian League” in America; but the League was on the side of 
SIDOR and had been instructed by him to make only slight financial sup-/ 

- port available to Du7tC£-!SKY,:. because SIDOR recognized very clearly the’ 
growing influence of;' Lis rival of former times. In this connection.it. 
should be pointed out that it was naturally easy for SIDOR, because of his 
.work with the Vaticdii* to maintain "uninterrupted contact with America... It ’ 
is interesting that //SIDOR had also taken his stand against an independent 
Slovakia in r hls publications in the tf.S.’A. and had always ( includxhr the t 
>*•■» period during the war), represented instead the concept?* of a rnerrer with * 
Poland. o ’} “ • • “ • * . . *% ' 

\ The Founding of ’the Slovakian Rational Committee and t he S lovakian .. • 

Committee for Liber a tion : •• r ~ ~~ r c ; . 

In December lRP’ Dr.., Karpl SE)dP. founded the ”Slovakiah National® s 
Council Abroad”*; This, was the first experience of the Slovakian emigra- •? ■ 
tion.yith a widespread- organization and far-flung org!iniaational net* . •• - ^ 
1*. Headquarters was established in Rome, where the organization was finanpi’ally 5 
^ supported by* the fundi mentioned ahoy e and. also by. {he, growing contribu- . : - 
iions of- tLe Slovakians ' in America, the”” Slovakian Lia^ue”* Since -then > ^y > ‘ 



v .-y.Rcuoe Dr/^^^^IDCK^ . ' ; ' - ’V? * 

*%♦!>••*/•.. ‘ v ? ]M ■’* ; A v<;: 

• ‘ ' ‘ s V' S' * V . * LQndqn announcer with 1 ;tfie ••’Czechp?ltJYa J 

• \p . J v radio in linden". ’ : Xater held ; ^ci3iv^^ 

. -'fe’-'V- tlhe CzectiosicFvAkian /pOvar.ni^^ * Tsf/stiH ill ought * 'of :* t odfcte?'s> 



' l^mahy -(br.) Jbs^f’ last, chief. hcErtcr- of'^berj- ■ ( - ■ . 
•:.* ’(/ **r VliV. »i. | q f . Per:;Ir *8jFartv£ tH &• Slovak .*■ 

: i **■*.• V v . ^ 7* “ ':■■**■</ *> : ' 
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Meanwhile, however. Dr. Ferdinand DURCANSICT had already created his 
"Slovakian Committee of Liberation 11 . From his standpoint, accordingly, 
he does not recognize the oricrity or precedence of the National Council 
of SIDOR and supports the following changes: 

The committee is to be composed of 75 representatives. 

Of these, 25 are to' come from the National Council, of SIDOR. 

25 are to come from the Committee of Liberation of DURCANSKT*. 

25 arc to be freely elected. 

.A recognized personality, a member of neither group, to be 

chairman of the connittee. .* £ 



This suggestion was' refused by SIDOR-for enlightening reasons 



VJhen Dr* PADCO left Germany In 1?1*9, SHOt named 




s successor. 
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for Gennary. in aaaition, the following have joined SIDQR's ranKsr , _ ~ 

' *0 -Kp n s tan tinWLE N , whofrom 191*6 on w?s interned by the Americans in various-' v 
7 s . chumps; an dtDrJ (fna) rCAVOJA, former secretary of ^the minister-president Dr.' 
•■T0KA.,’ who was interned, by the Americans and released in 19^7 and Vihoiij/rodjy •* 
in the Tyrol until 19U?. or 1950, when he emigrated to Canada. ? ' • .... ’ - '• 

; *. , . t ■ ; •'* \ *: • 

' The following persons, among others, belong to the^ Slovakian': Cpmr* 

-raittee of Liberation 5 / 4 . \ - • *’•'*/ "/?*?/ ■. 

' South America, (chiefly. Argentina) - Dr . Jan DURCA-HSKY,-.br^^ ■ . 

‘ ’Vv- (*■ V Ferdinand ~DURCANsinr • co - •* ’ *:* ‘ 

• -V; * Cvl **'■"' *' U '-S : - 

/. - * ( Professor ^ : " . : • : ■ * ;?? * f * -V- >; ■ ?: : ' 

. " " ‘ - V v c . -• 

Ctt*;€ol. ^u^.3gC KY (cha plain) «;* * \ ; .£■' ,^/v • 

\ * (tocO f hu^ND. RtJSKA • (successor to- Dr. KARVAR with- theVrfez)/^ 

\ * - \ • ’ <# • ' ■ ' *• «*»* •, •* V* * ,/ *-• 

,;(PrJ ; ZATK0 (writer,; pseudonym:,. ^Bor") ... \ } 



(tor) ZATKO (writer,; | 
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^rof essoij fnu BARTEK (former chief of the Slovakian statistical 
office) 

* Dr. J 



Germany 



-/l)r.)ctibor 'pbKQ 



After the -Slcvalcian secret transmitter "Barcelona" was set no. Dr* 

F. DURCANSK? arranged fqr nutting a second station in business* Formerly 
this second station transmitted twice a week; since January i?51 it has 
broadcasts thrice weekly. Among broadcasting times are Tuesdays and Fri- 
days at 12h5> hours on a short wave band of 1*0 in . •' 

* ' C. ‘ ^ . ( •" 

Dr. F. DDHCA?*SKT is presently travelling in the -IKS;* and Canada* - . .He 
intends to return to Europe in the spring of 19£l and to settle ■permanently 
in Paris or London. *• * ^ v 

i t . ;■ • ^ *jd . ' 

The Political Concepts of DURCAHSKY and SIDuR ' . • 

DUTtCAIfSKY has always favored the t concept of as independent Slovakia* ‘ 
'Should th'e .time make 1 - such a pfan now .impractical, then he pleads the' cause, 
of an independent Middle. European federation of the Slovakian people, :’ • 
grouped into one state. . A . . *.* '•' /” * .1 V. . • e '- : 

. - t- ■ . . . ' . ■ . • ■ ■ ■ • •* & p 

. ..Bec&use of . its naliti cal position the Slovakian ■ Comndttee .of Libera- 
tion has good, c bisect ions with the following international or jjpni z ations y 
(anionp others) ; " ' \ * ; .:. s*7 s . ' y < 



•VAM / i'Anti-bclshevistic Bloc of Nations” (A§N)y the iargest inter- _ • . 
* y\JL * •* I . -* 3 national a nti-rbols hevis tic or gariiz ation.' . ^ 

y ’J'ty > > Organi zatibn f or - Moral .Rearmament" 6 ^ * s ; • •• : / 



■ , e / . • .. . ,4 : • - * • : ■» ;* ■. 

yr. . ^"Scottish League f or Europeap .Freedom" c . , >• . - J;,, .;. ■*. 

. • • 'a©* *. t *> ** ‘ • • J) (’ ■» 

o : - ; "Amsricarv Friends' of Slovakian’ Freedom" ... ** 

%*.* -v'* • ... . 

1 • *, , .. .•*; * . *lr # # . ^ * tr ^ *•/, • 

There are also good connections with the movement of General de ^GAl^J^^ 

v- /• 4 . •;/•.• y Hr .\. <v. "" ' '• .■ ' ' 
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